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Saginaw Valley battles Grand Valley in the 
football showdown to the playoffs 
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Coverage of football 
game
A recap of the GVSU vs. 
SVSU football match-up on 
Saturday will be available 
online immediately following 
the game.
Downtown nightufe
Monday's issue of the 
Lanthorn will include special 
page about the nightlife op­
tions available to students in 
downtown Grand Rapids.
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Proposed women's health bill 
to offer free contraceptives
GVL Photo Illustration / Rane Martin
Family planning: An amendment to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act suggests including contraceptives under insurance.
Panel of experts to discuss women's health, insurance this month
By Samanha Butcher
GVL Senior Reporter
A new battle has begun in Wash­
ington as politicians hammer out 
the details of the new health care 
bill with the focus on contracep­
tion.
Later this month, a panel of ex­
perts will meet to discuss which 
aspects of women’s health will be 
covered as preventative medicine. 
Maternity care, pelvic exams and 
contraception are all being consid­
ered. If contraception is covered, it 
would include birth control pills, 
IUDs, patches and rings.
The women’s health amend­
ment is the first amendment of the
bill under the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act passed in 
the Senate earlier this year. Accord­
ing to the amendment, preventative 
medicine for women should be 
covered under the health care plan.
Senators who wrote the amend­
ment said they intended to include 
family planning, which would in­
clude no-cost contraceptives. Op­
ponents argue that birth control is a 
lifestyle choice rather than a health 
issue.
Jo Ann Wassenaar, associate 
director of the Women’s Center 
at Grand Valley State University, 
said free contraception could have 
a significant impact on students at 
GVSU
//
With more and more of 
our students and com­
munity members being 
uninsured, having acces 
to birth control would be 
a welcome service/'
-Jo Ann Wassenaar
Associate director, Women's Center
“The impact of free contracep­
tion would be huge,” she said. 
“With more and more of our stu­
dents and community members be-
See Contraception, A2
BOTV sets record-high $35,000 goal
Student Advancement Foundation to benefit from fundraising competition
By Emanuel Johnson , . ; ,V( '
GVL Managing Editor
Grand Valley State University’s Student Senate will 
attempt to reclaim the crown in this year’s Battle of the 
Valleys competition with a school-high goal of raising 
$35,000.
The annual charity competition puts GVSU and 
Saginaw Valley State University head to head in a race 
to raise the most money for the charity of their choice 
in the week prior to the football match-up between the 
two schools.
The Student Senate chose the Student Advancement 
Foundation to benefit from year’s effort. Founded in 
2003, SAF redirects funds to ensure Grand Rapids stu­
dents have the tools to learn.
Student Senate President Jarrett Martus said SAF
See Battle of the Valleys, A2
Courtesy Photo / Natali* Cleary
Battle for tha childran: GVSU Student Senate members pose for 
pictures with students at Shawmutts Hill Elementary school.
Participate in Battle of the Valleys
TODAY
• Donate via Debit Dollars in Fresh and the 
Plaza Cafe downtown
• Donate online
• Donation and T-shirt tables in Kirkhof 
Center from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Can Drive - Student Senate visit apartment 
complexes collecting empty bottles
• Car Wash at the Walgreens of Allendale 
(6840 Lake Michigan Drive), 1 to 4 p.m.
FRIDAY
• Donate via Debit Dollars in Fresh and the 
Plaza Cafe downtown
• Donate online
• Donation and T-shirts in Kirkhof Center Table 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Laker Late Night Guitar Hero Tournament - 
KC 2263 at 9 p.m. Come compete for a chance 
to win a free hoodie!
Competition ends at midnight
SATURDAY
• Football game vs. Saginaw Valley State 
University
The BOTV fundraising winner will be announced 
at the football game.
• Carnival on West lawn of the Kirkhof Center, 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m.
according to the BOTV website, www.gvsu.edu/ 
battleofthevalleys
GVL / Eric Coulter
Longtime Laker: Professor Jim Scott 
teaches a class at GVSU. Scott retired from 
full-time teaching after 41 years at GVSU.
Professor, coach 
retires after 41 
years at GV
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL Assistant News Editor
After 41 years as a professor of 
movement science and 20-year run 
as the Grand Valley State University 
wrestling coach, James Scott is step­
ping off the mat and into retirement.
Scott signed on to GVSU in 1969 as 
an assistant professor of physical edu­
cation with the intent to build the uni­
versity’s first wrestling program.
“1 knew I wanted to be a coach 
back in high school,” Scott said. “My 
coaches were all my idols, so to speak. 
I looked up to them - they were my 
youth leaders at my church -- and I al­
ways thought, ‘If you're going to be like 
somebody, that’s
who to be like.’”
In the span of 
20 years, Scott 
helped coach 55 
All-Americans 
and eight indi­
vidual National 
Champions, a list 
that includes Hall- 
of-Famer Rick 
Vaughn, GVSU’s 
first ever All- 
American in 1972, 
and Mark Man- 
gianti, its first Na­
tional Champion 
in 1976.
“I think of Jim
//
...This has 
been a lot 
of fun. Hard 
work? Yeah, 
but when 
I can look 
back, I can 
say,'Well, 
cool - that 
worked 
out pretty 
well.'"
-Jim Scott
GVSU professor, 
coach
as a renascence 
man,” said Steve 
Glass, associate 
dean of the Brooks 
College of Inter­
disciplinary Studies. “He has interests 
and abilities in so many areas. He is 
a nationally-known coach, has great 
knowledge in kinesiology across many 
sub disciplines, created an honors 
course that mixes physics, chemistry 
and physiology and brought wellness 
and exercise science curriculum to 
Grand Valley when the field was just 
beginning.”
Scott said he began to notice the 
rapid decrease of wrestling programs at 
a collegiate level when Title IX caused 
many schools to drop men’s sports 
to “achieve equity,” resulting in the 
disbandment of more than half of the 
established collegiate wrestling pro­
grams.
Scott also began to notice other 
trends in the sport.
“I think what brought my name 
into the spotlight was the fact 
that I was the only person who
See Scott, A2
•Some Restriction* Apply
FREE
For Students, Faculty, and Staff @ Lanthorn.com
# ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
i
A2 Thursday, November 11,2010 NEWS Grand Valley Lanthorn
Contraception
continued from page A1
ing uninsured, having a access to 
birth control would be a welcome 
service.”
But the impact would not be lim­
ited to just college students. In fact, 
Kari Wiersema, director of the Al­
lendale branch of Lakeshore Preg­
nancy, said publicly-funded birth 
control could have a greater impact 
on teenagers than college students.
“College students are probably 
smart enough and know their way 
around enough that they can get 
what they need to get, if you know
what I mean,” she said. “1 would 
think it’d be more for younger kids 
that are not sure where to go for con­
traception that it might be more ef­
fective or controversial.”
Wiersema said although Lake- 
shore has received calls asking how 
to access birth control, she has not 
heard from patients that they were 
unable to get contraceptives because 
of financial reasons.
Supporters of publicly-funded 
contraceptives argue that in other 
developed countries where birth 
control is provided at no cost, rates 
of teen pregnancy and unplanned
pregnancy are lower than in the U.S. 
They also argue covering contracep­
tion under the health care bill could 
save taxpayers money.
According to a 2009 study done 
by the Guttmacher Institute, a non­
profit reproduction research organi­
zation, no-cost contraception pre­
vents almost 2 million unplanned 
pregnancies and more than 800,000 
abortions each year, saving taxpay­
ers $4 for every $ I spent.
Another report from the Con­
gressional Budget Office found that 
providing contraception to Medicaid 
patients would save $700 million in
medical costs during the next de­
cade.
For some, the issue is less black- 
and-white.
“There’s a fine line,” Wiersema 
said. “Morally I want to stand up for 
what I believe in, and that is wait­
ing until marriage before sex, but 
the reality is that’s not the case that’s 
out there. I struggle with whether we 
help those that are making the deci­
sion, or do we have to start earlier 
in preventing them from making that 
choice?”
For Wiersema, the debate over 
whether birth control should be con­
sidered preventative care is more- 
than just a health care debate. It’s 
also a debate over morality, sexual­
ity and social norms.
“1 hope some students and some 
people are seeing this as, ‘Let’s take 
a minute. Let’s take a step back be­
fore we make that decision,’” she 
said. “This is a bigger decision than ( 
the world is making it out to be.”
The Patient Protection and Af** 
fordable Care Act was signed into, 
law in March. The bill will go into 
full effect in 2014.
sbutcher@ lanthorn .coni
Scott
continued from page A1
stopped to identify and docu­
ment what was happening,” he 
said. “Everybody knew what was 
happening, but nobody knew the 
extent.”
“What was happening” was 
weight management, and Scott 
said when he saw the topic had 
begun to wrongfully define the 
sport of wrestling, he set his sights 
on finding a solution to the grow­
ing stigmas.
Body composition as it relates 
to sport performance became a 
subject of a research grant given 
to him by the NCCA and the sub­
ject of hundreds of presentations 
and more than 20 published ar­
ticles by Scott.
He went on to receive more 
than 10 awards while occupying 
his place in the top 1 percent of 
researchers in the field of body 
composition and sport perfor­
mance while pioneering the de­
velopment of several NCAA sub­
programs, such as the Michigan 
Wrestling Weight Monitoring 
Program, with hopes of eradicat­
ing the danger that accompanied 
wrestlers who tried to make 
weight.
“I look back and 1 think, ‘This 
has been a lot of fun,”’ Scott said. 
“Hard work? Yeah, but when I 
look back, I can say,4 Well, cool - 
that all worked out pretty well.’”
Scott formally bid his full-time 
status a farewell Wednesday with 
his 50th at Noon lecture “The 
Early History of Physical Educa­
tion and Intercollegiate Athletics 
at GVSU,” telling the story of the 
program that grew beneath him 
throughout the past four decades.
“Jim is a highly respected
//
(Jim's)
contributions are 
unmatched and 
should be an example 
to all faculty of how 
we should move 
forward in our profes­
sional work/7
-Brian Hatzel
GVSU associate professor
member of our department and 
has made many significant im­
pacts on our profession and the 
safety of those participating in 
the sport of wrestling,” said Brain 
Hatzel. associate professor and 
chairperson of the movement sci­
ence department. “His contribu­
tions are unmatched and should 
be an example to all faculty of 
how we should move forward in 
our professional work.”
Although Scott retired from 
full-time professorship, he will 
still occupy an adjunct office 
space in the movement science 
hallway and teach a few courses 
this winter while continuing his 
latest research in exploring evolu­
tionary biology.
Looking back, Scott said he 
only ever aimed to make an im­
pact. It is those who have jour­
neyed with him, wrestling life 
alongside him, that he said he 
will miss the most from his time 
at GVSU.
“Those are the kinds of things 
that - from my perspective - 
make me look back and say, ‘I 
think I did my job,”’ he said. 
“Was this run a success? Yeah, I 
think so.”
assistantnews® lanthorn c om
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Laker pride: GVSU student Paul BeaLafeld sells Battle of the Valleys T-shirts in the Kirkhof Center's 
lobby. T-shirt sales are just one of the ways the Student Senate raises money for charity.
Battle of the Valleys
continued from page A1
appealed to the senators because of its 
focus on healthy lifestyle.
“We always try to get a charity in 
West Michigan, and something that ben­
efits children.” he said. “One of (SAF’s) 
main focuses is health and wellness, and 
we thought that would be beneficial to 
the community. Health is always a top 
priority these days.”
To reach the $35,000 goal, the Stu­
dent Senate will put on a variety of 
events this week, sell BOTV T-shirts 
and accept donations in the Student 
Senate office and by credit card online 
at www.gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys. 
The fundraising competition ends at 
midnight Friday.
SAF Executive Director Susan 
Heartwell said the funds collected in 
this year’s competition will help to pur­
chase supplies for physical education 
classes and classes dealing in the arts 
in the school district’s 32 elementary, 
middle and high schools.
“We could provide physical educa­
tion equipment - balls, jump ropes - 
for every school in the district, and we 
could also fund art supplies at the level 
that we are hoping to fund for the entire 
year,” she said.
Heartwell said with $35,000, SAF 
could split the money between physi­
cal education and the arts to fulfill the 
Grand Rapids school district’s needs.
“Pretty much half of that would be 
used for art supplies and half for physi­
cal wellness,” she said. “It would pro­
vide 19,500 students with what they 
need for physical education and art. 
These are things that are not mandated
for the schools to provide, and all of the 
schools need new physical education 
equipment.”
BOTV events began with “The Larg­
est Game of Simon Says Grand Valley 
Has Ever Seen” on Sunday in the Field- 
house Arena. On Wednesday GVSU 
held a musical improvisation, “Baby 
Wants Candy,” in the Kirkhof Center.
To cap the week-long competition, 
Student Senate will host a SVSU car- 
pool and tailgate Saturday. Students can 
split gas money for travel to and from 
SVSU for the football game. Carpoolers 
will meet in the parking lot of the Kirk­
hof Center at 7 a.m., and tailgating will 
begin in SVSU’s Lot C at 10 a.m.
Martus said finding interactive op­
portunities is important to the school’s 
success in BOTV.
“We always look for events to be 
something interactive for the student
body,” he said. “We don’t want to just 
ask everybody for money - we want 
them to be able to purchase a thing or do 
something for it.”
While GVSU has won all but two 
of the football games between the two 
schools since the competition began in 
2003, the school has had a rougher road 
in the charity competition. GVSU has 
won BOTV three times, most recently 
2006 when the Lakers edged out the 
Cardinals $ 19,337 to $ 19,160 - a differ­
ence of only $177.
Since then, the Cardinals have won 
each competition by an overwhelming 
margin. In 2008, SVSU raised $47,278 . 
- a BOTV high - for Habitat for Human- ‘ 
ity while GVSU managed $28,002.27 
for Campfire USA.
SVSU currently leads GVSU 4-3 in , 
the competition.
managingeditor® lanthorn .coni
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Service held in honor of late GV professor, dean
Family, friends, colleagues gather to honor memory of 44-year GV employee
(616) 895-7300
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL Assistant News Editor
A service set was held 
for former Grand Valley 
State University professor 
and dean Rodney Mulder
on Monday in Loosemore 
Auditorium.
President Emeritus Ar- 
end D. Lubbers, Provost 
Gayle R. Davis and CCPS 
Dean George Grant honored 
the memory of their long 
time friend and colleage 
along with current GVSU 
President Thomas J. Haas 
and the rest of the GVSU 
community.
“He was a role model for 
faculty and staff and keen 
counsel for presidents, pro­
vosts and others during his 
44 years of service to GVSU 
and West Michigan,” Haas 
said. “I knew Dean Mulder
"He was a role 
model for faculty 
and staff and 
keen counsel for 
presidents, provosts 
and others during 
his 44 years of
service to GVSU ..."
-Thomas J. Haas
President of GVSU
for only a short time, but 
during that time I had grown 
in my appreciation of him as 
the ‘Dean of Deans,’ always 
a servant leader for GVSU,
consum­
mate 
teacher 
and advo­
cate for all 
though his 
passion 
for social 
justice.”
During 
his 44- 
year tenure, Mulder worked 
in the French, sociology and 
social work departments 
as a professor and went on 
to become the dean of the 
College of Community and 
Public Service for his re­
maning 15 years at Grand 
Valley State University be­
fore retiring in 2008.
Mulder died Sept. 21 at 
age 68. He is survived by 
Lu, his wife of 46 years, and 
his children, Michael (Me­
lissa), Robert Troy (Janna), 
and Cray Mulder.
assistantnews @ lanthorn .coni
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EDITORIAL-------------------------------------------------------
Priority check
In the Lanthorn's experience thus far in 
the academic year, students prove most 
passionate about partying above all else.
I
n recent months, numerous issues such as electing a new state 
governor, addressing the rise in cyber-bullying, encouraging 
sustainability efforts and justifying another tuition raise have all 
been brought to Grand Valley State University students. The Lanthorn 
has done its best to inform students of how these topics impact them and 
to keep the community educated on current controversies.
Yet of all these issues and debates, students have responded most 
passionately to a discussion on underage drinking and whether or not the 
right to party is vital to the college experience.
Since printing a letter to the editor on Oct. 25 that criticized the 
Department of Public Safety for too harshly enforcing drinking laws, 
the comments and response e-mails have not stopped. According to the 
Lanthorn s web stats, that letter is now ranked as the seventh most popular 
item on the website with 949 unique page views in the last 2 1/2 weeks, 
just behind the homepages for the news, editorial and sports sections. It 
has garnered more than 20 online comments, and in light of the widespread 
controversy it caused, a GVL columnist, Kevin VanAntwerpen, wrote a 
response to the letter for the Nov. 8 issue of the Lanthorn.
Kevin’s column has already risen to one of the most popular recent 
stories and drawn eight comments in the four days it has been online. Part 
of the Lanthorn's role at GVSU is to spark discussion, and the website 
provides a place for readers to express their opinions and feedback on 
what the paper publishes. But is a debate about the right to party really 
worthy of this much attention?
In contrast stands the results of a previous Question of the Issue from 
Oct. 18. The Lanthorn took a random sample of student opinion on the 
gubernatorial candidates prior to the election. Of the five students asked 
to identify the candidates, four could not name either of the top two 
candidates. This is evidence of the student body’s skewed priorities.
The passion and active response of the GVSU community should not 
be stifled or discouraged. However, redirecting it may be worthwhile.
While partying and the topics surrounding it are important to many 
college students, an effort to go beyond this issue and educate ourselves 
on topics with state and national relevance would be commendable. 
College students make up a significant faction of the population, and 
simply the size of this group would lend it influence if its members 
rallied around any single cause. Let’s make that cause something with 
more consequence than debating MIPs.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR --------------------------------
First Amendment justifies GVSU's addition of neutral prayer room
I am an alumnus of GVSU (class of 
*02), who is forever thankful for the edu­
cation and exposure to other ideas while 
attending. At the same time, I am very 
much a Christian who loves God, and 
loves my neighbor as I am commanded 
to do by God.
I am writing about the tone that is 
displayed in this article (Blurring the 
Lines, from the Nov. 8 issue of the 
Lanthorn), which has me concerned that 
it can be taken the wrong way in that the 
student body is against such expression 
of individual faith.
While the First Amendment is 
brought up, I need to note that it doesn’t 
say anywhere about the separation of 
church and state, nor does it say anything 
about freedom from religion, but it does 
specify freedom to practice one’s religion 
and prohibiting government from inter­
fering and/or establishing a state religion 
(much like the Church of England, 
Roman Catholicism in Argentina, and 
Islam in many Middle Eastern countries). 
In other words, while the government 
can’t establish religion, it can’t prohibit
individual expression of faith, and has 
a responsibility to ensure that one can 
express it freely and without persecution, 
unless it start bordering on hate-type 
expression.
While it is true that GVSU is a public 
university, and that we do have Cook- 
DeWitt for such faith-based services 
(which itself seemed undersized, and 
often being used during the day, while I 
attended), it is by no means unreasonable 
to provide quiet, safe, yet convenient 
rooms in Kirkhof, or anywhere else for 
that matter, where students can devote 
whatever time to their faith they need 
while they deal with the daily grind of 
being on campus. As long as it’s done 
tastefully and neutrally (which from 
what 1 hear of the prayer room, it is done 
quite so), and as long as it doesn't cater 
to specific faiths or religions, I don’t see 
a problem with any funds going toward 
furnishing a room or a series of rooms for 
prayer or meditation, even if I don't use 
the room myself.
Steven Heicher ‘02
The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University
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Valley Vote
Is the recently-added requirement of a body scan or full 
pat-down a reasonable addition to airport security?
Yes: 53%
This week s question: 
Should contraceptives be insured as 
a part of feminine health care?
No: 47%
Vote online at
Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
tq the Grand Valley Community.
’ Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the Grand Valley lanthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
Letters must include the author’s name 
and be accompanied by current picture 
identification if dn>pped oflf in person, 
letters will be checked by an employee of 
the Grand Valley I .anthom.
letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters mast be typed.
The Grand Valley I .anthorn will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content, information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
GVL / Dan Sills and Shaun Morton
YOUR INSIGHTS--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Is it more important to win the football 
game or the student competition in BOTV?
"The football game 
because that's what 
it's all about - the 
actual sport. Not 
about the school 
spirit."
Mark Boersma
Senior
Psychology
Grand Haven, Mich.
"The competition 
because it's more 
important to support 
the Grand Rapids 
Public Schools than just 
winning a football game. 
The public schools will be 
benefited later down the 
road..."
Andrea Filter
Sophomore 
Communications 
Onsted, Mich.
"Winning the 
student competition 
is more important 
because it raises 
money for good 
philanthropy."
Rosie Cool
Sophomore 
Social Work 
Plainwell, Mich.
"The football game 
because it'll increase 
our chances to 
make the playoffs 
and contend for 
another National 
Championship."
Josh Frye
Senior
HTM
Rudyard, Mich.
"The football game 
is a little more 
important. It's a little 
more about what the 
school is about and 
not just the students. 
I know there's a 
rivalry, but what the 
school is supporting 
is the sport."
Matt Diep
Senior 
Psychology 
Grand Haven, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION
Michigan has gone loco for Four Loko
I’m known for using a 
heavy amount of sarcasm, 
so I am going to put this 
as bluntly as possible: 
Michigan should not ban 
alcoholic energy drinks.
And of course, this is 
where 1 insert my obligato­
ry disclaimer that underage 
students shouldn’t drink 
and that alcohol should 
be enjoyed in moderation, 
yadda-yadda-yadda. You 
know the drill.
For once, I am not 
attempting to push my 
own personal agenda in a 
column. Personally, I hate 
the taste of energy drinks 
(alcoholic or not), but — as 
my friends would say — 
this is one of my classic 
“It’s the principle of the 
matter, dangit!” platforms.
Because it’s the prin­
ciple of the matter, dangit!
Let me break down my 
reasons into small easily- 
digestible chunks for you:
First, containing the ban 
to the state of Michigan 
is just another slap in the 
collective faces of ail lege 
students across the Great 
Like State. I mean.c’mon, 
Michigan; you took my 
Michigan Promise and 
now you’re taking my 
3SUM?! Where does it 
end? You can take my life, 
but you can’t take away my 
Four Loko!
What I’m saying is, 
if one state is going to 
restrict sales of the drinks, 
the whole country might 
as well. Since when has 
Michigan ever set the 
standard for nutrition or 
well-being? Now, sober/ 
tired students all across 
Michigan will look at other 
states in envy: “Say, Ohio, 
looks like you’re having a 
fun, energized time over 
there... ”
Second, it is ridiculous 
to think that a simple state 
border is going to stop 
Michiganders from pur­
chasing these beverages. 
Students everywhere are 
more loco for Four Loko 
than the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission 
predicted. I’m picturing a 
mini-Pnohibition scenario 
in Michigan’s near future. 
Bars across the state will 
emulate the 1920s all over 
again and open private 
clubs where Sparks and 
Rockstar 21 flow forth like 
the inevitable vomiting 
later.
This may only be a fan­
tasy in my mind because 
I’m a sucker for flappers.
Also, what’s to stop 
consumers everywhere 
from producing their own 
alcoholic energy drinks?
A case of Red Bull and 
a couple Colt 45s may 
not taste exactly the same 
as a Liquid Charge, but 
if mixed strong enough, 
who’s going to care after a 
couple of swigs?
Finally, this decision 
has already prompted sev­
eral “Four Loko Parties,” 
where students stock up as 
many cans as they can af­
ford as if they are preparing 
for some kind of Cold War 
nuclear fallout and the only 
way to survive is by drink­
ing can after can of Four 
Loko. Any party where the 
sole beverage is Four Loko 
promises to have the most 
rapid games of beer pong 
ever.
It also promises to 
defeat the purpose of the 
ban in the first place. Thou­
sands of students consum­
ing a dangerous product in 
massive quantities in a very 
short time span significant­
ly exacerbates the problem, 
and the number and sever­
ity of these parties will only 
increase the closer we get 
to the expiration date.
So, even though I may 
find alcoholic energy 
drinks disgusting, I want 
to fight for every man and 
woman's right to drink 
gross beverages. It’s the 
principle of the matter, 
dangit, and I don’t see why 
Ohio gets to have all the 
fun.
cslattery@ lanthorn iom
LETTER TO THE EDITOR ----------------------------------------------------------
Criticism of prayer, meditation room starting unnecessary controversy
In the Monday, November 8th 
issue of the Lanthorn, there was an 
opinion piece, entitled “Blurring the 
Lines”, about the temporary medita­
tion/prayer space on the second 
fltxir of Kirkhof and whether or not 
making this space permanent would 
constitute a violation of the idea of 
the separation of Church and State. I 
would like to present my opinion, as 
a tolerant and non-religious student, 
on the subject.
I believe this opinion piece is 
stirring up controversy where none 
needs to exist. As another article in 
that edition of the Lanthorn pointed 
out, this space is available for all 
students regardless of their religion 
or lack of religion to use for quiet 
reflection, meditation, and, yes, 
prayer if they wish to. I, being a 
non-religious student, am equally 
able to use that space if 1 feel the 
need to. It is not recognized as a 
religious space, and so cannot be
classified as university, and therefore 
state, sanctioned religion.
The Cook-DeWitt Center, as op­
posed to the space in Kirkhof, needs 
to be reserved for students to use 
and is not always available when a 
student needs to pray (5 times per 
day in the case of Muslim students) 
or meditate. If it were available at all 
times, and were always an appropri­
ate and convenient place for prayer 
or reflection between classes, I'm 
certain students would use it. As 
your own article points out, how­
ever. students have had to use other 
rooms on campus for this purpose. 
Cook-DeWitt, then, does not meet 
the needs of all of our students. 
Again, as a non-religious person 
I would be more comfortable in a 
different space, one not classified as 
a chapel, for my reflection or medi­
tation time. The space in Kirkhof is 
far more fitting for this need.
Finally, I believe the way the
Muslim Student Association was 
referenced in this piece was inap­
propriate and unnecessary. It is true 
that the MSA has worked hard for 5 
years to create this kind of a space 
on campus, and that is an effort to 
be proud of. However, the tone of 
this article, whether intentionally 
or not, seemed somewhat hostile to 
me. It presented the idea that this 
space has been created specifically 
for Muslim students, which is not 
the case. Considering the contro­
versy surrounding the construction 
of Islamic community centers and 
mosques in other areas of the coun­
try, I believe fanning this kind of 
flame on GVSU’s campus is frankly 
irresponsible. The MSA has done 
students a favor by creating a quiet, 
private space for us all to use when 
we feel the need to.
Amy L. Simpson 
GVSU student
J l
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Documentary offers chance to retrace route to civil rights
WGVU to help promote 
PBS documentary 
'Freedom Riders,'make 
experience real for 
students
By Lauren Fitch, Julie 
VerHage and Jake 
Moerdyke
GVL Staff
Students at Grand Valley 
State University now have the 
chance to retrace the route of 
the original Freedom Riders as 
part of a documentary by PBS’s 
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE.
The two-hour film, “Free­
dom Riders,” tells the story 
of the civil rights movement 
through testimony from some of 
the original Freedom Riders as 
well as law enforcement officers 
and journalists from the time 
who saw the events first-hand. 
“Freedom Riders” is currently 
available on DVD, and GVSU’s 
broadcast station, WGVU, will 
have a preview screening of the 
documentary sometime in mid- 
May 2011, said Tim Eemisse, 
development and marketing 
manager for WGVU.
The WGVU Engage com­
mittee is working to coordinate 
different outreach programs to 
promote the documentary and 
make seeing the documentary 
something special.
“Just to watch the documen­
tary on your TV screen doesn’t 
do as much as being a part of it,” 
Eerinisse said.
Though plans have not been 
finalized. Eerinisse said the 
committee is hoping to hold 
screenings of “Freedom Riders” 
at Celebration Cinema, pos­
sibly with a re-creation of his­
tory through the use of “whites 
only,” “colored” and “LGBT’ 
doors for entering the theater. 
He said the goal is to engage the 
community in what it would be 
like to experience that type of 
segregation.
“The biggest thing i$ getting
the students to think, ‘Would 
you be able to get on that bus?’” 
Eerinisse said.
Beyond attending any 
screenings, 40 college students 
from across the country will be 
selected to ride the bus with the
original Freedom Riders from 
May 6-16, 2011. This will be 
on the 50th anniversary of the 
original freedom rides.
A laige public event will 
draw many of those involved in 
the original freedom rides to be­
gin the tour in Washington, D.C. 
The bus will then travel through 
Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee and Mississippi. 
Stops will be made at historical- 
ly-significant locations.
“Our mission has always 
been to use the power of public 
media to transform lives, and 
Freedom Rides represents a tre­
mendous opportunity to do just 
that by uniting all Americans 
around the importance of civic
//
Just to watch 
the documentary 
on your TV screen 
doesn't do as 
much as being a 
part of it/'
-Tim Eernisse
Development, marketing 
manager for WGVU
engagement,” said Paula Kerg- 
er, president and CEO of PBS, 
in a press release.
The opportunity was an­
nounced on Oct. 21. as “a jour­
ney retracing the historic civil 
rights bus rides that changed 
America.” Applications will be 
accepted until Jan. 17,2011.
Eemisse said the station is 
encouraging GVSU students to 
apply to be a part of the 2011 
Student Freedom Ride.
“We would love to have 
someone on the bus,” he said.
AMERICAN EXPERI­
ENCE would like to include 
students from a variety of back­
grounds who are willing to share 
personal experiences and learn 
from the civil rights movement 
as well as today’s civic leaders. 
The students should also have 
strong written communication 
skills and commitment to civic 
engagement, according to the 
PBS website.
Those who are accepted to 
the bus ride will have no cost
Courtesy Photo / Bettman/CORBIS
Hat« crime: Some of the Freedom Riders sit outside a smoking Greyhound 
bus in Alabama in 1961 after a group of Caucasians set it on fire.
to participate, as AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE will pay for 
transportation, hotels and food.
The first Freedom Riders 
were members of the Nashville 
Student Group, a local group of 
students who had successfully 
desegregated the lunch coun­
ters and movie theaters in the 
city, according to the Freedom 
Riders Foundation. Encouraged 
by their success, the Freedom 
Riders decided to introduce 
their strategies of non-violence 
throughout the South in order 
to directly challenge the re­
gion’s Jim Crow laws. From 
May to November 1961, about 
400 white and black Freedom 
Riders rode buses and trains 
side-by-side into the deep South 
to protest segregation laws, ac­
cording to the documentary.
“The leader of the rides 
was James Farmer," said Louis 
Moore, a history professor at 
GVSU. “ ... The Freedom Rid­
ers from Tennessee were mem­
bers of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee. They 
took over the movement mid­
way through the rides. In Ala­
bama the violence forced the 
(Congress of Racial Equality) 
members to stop. Those from 
SNCC, however, realized that 
if violence stopped this move­
ment, then white violence would 
stop other nonviolent civil rights 
movements.”
Created by veteran filmmak­
er Stanley Nelson, the docu­
mentary will be the first feature- 
length film about this band of
civil rights advocates.
“We hope that the film and 
the ride will inspire young peo­
ple to see that the past was made 
up of courageous, ordinary 
people who were able to make 
great changes,” director Nelson 
in a PBS interview. “One of the 
things that the film shows is that
success was not inevitable and 
only came from perseverance.”
The application for the bus 
ride along with more informa­
tion about the program can be 
accessed at www.pbs.org/wgbh/ 
americanexperience/freedom- 
riders.
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1_ _ _ _
Student housing 
tour
Students can now 
tour housing for 
the next upcoming 
academic year. Housing 
applications for Fall 
2011 are now being 
accepted. Grand 
Valley State University 
students can tour 
housing show rooms 
in Laker Village North, 
South E and Niemeyer 
West.
Show rooms will 
be open from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Monday to 
Wednesday, Nov. 29 
to Nov. 30, Dec. 1 and 
finally Dec. 6 to Dec. 8.
Touring will also be 
available on Thursdays 
at 3 p.m. and will 
depart from the 
Housing and Residence 
Life Office located at 
103 Student Services.
For more information, 
contact Housing and 
Residence Life at 616- 
331-2120 or by e-mail 
at myhousing@gvsu. 
edu
2____________
WGVU wins 
three MarCom 
Awards
MarCom Awards 
announced the 
winners for the 
2010 International 
Awards Competition, 
which recognizes 
outstanding creative 
achievement by 
marketing and 
communication 
professionals.
WGVU received the 
Gold Award in the 
Marketing/Promotion 
and Campaign/
Special Event for 
"LZ Michigan," the 
Platinum Award in the 
Brochure category for 
"WGVU Showplace 
Guide" and Honorable 
Mention in the 
Brochure category for 
"WGVU - LZ Michigan 
Program."
3_____________
Lanthorn 
Literary Edition 
accepting 
submissions
Until 5 p.m. Friday, 
the Lanthorn will 
accept submissions 
for its Literary Edition. 
Faculty judges will 
name the winners 
in the following 
categories.
1. Poetry
2. Creative non­
fiction
3. Fictional short 
stories
4. Photography
5. Graphic Design
Winners in each
category will receive 
a cash prize. Lanthorn 
staff can enter but are 
not eligible to win.
Students may enter 
up to three pieces in 
each category, and 
submissions with a title 
and complete authors 
name may be sent 
to Emanuel Johnson 
at managingeditor@ 
lanthorn.com.
The literary edition 
will be printed Nov. 29.
♦ • # • • ♦
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GLIAC honors for third GV seeks Battle of Valleys win to guarantee playoff berth
Grand Valley State University 
senior middle blocker Rebeccah 
Rapin took home GLIAC North 
Division Player of the Week 
honors Monday for her play 
during last weekend.
Rapin tallied 28 kills and 
only four errors for a hitting 
percentage of 500 as the Lakers 
ended the regular season with 
victories over Northwood 
University and Lake Superior 
State University. She also totaled 
12 blocks. Against Northwood 
Friday, she had 13 kills and did 
not commit an error.
She has earned GLIAC North 
Division honors three times 
this season and four times in 
her career. Rapin is third in the 
conference with a .351 hitting 
percentage and 19 solo blocks.
The volleyball team will face 
Northwood again tonight in the 
GLIAC Quarterfinals.
■2
Gawronski awarded 
GLIAC defensive player 
of the week
The GLIAC named Grand 
Valley State University senior 
defensive tackle Steve Gawronksi 
the Defensive Player of the Week 
Monday for his performance 
during GVSU's 35-21 victory over 
Northwood University.
Gawronski posted career- 
highs with 10 total tackles, two 
sacks and two tackles for loss. He 
ranks second on the defensive 
line with 32 tackles this season 
while totaling 6.5 tackles for loss.
"Northwood started running 
actually a little bit more away 
from him,"said GVSU head coach 
Matt Mitchell."Anytime you see 
an offense making adjustments 
away from a certain kid, you 
usually probably know he is 
playing pretty well."
The Lakers travel to Saginaw 
Valley State University to close 
the regular season Saturday. 
Kickoff is set for noon.
ND
GAMES
By Cody Eding
GVL Sports Editor
T
he Grand Valley State 
University football team 
has much more than just 
bragging rights at stake 
heading into Saturday’s 
Battle of the Valleys game against 
cross-state rival Saginaw Valley State 
University.
A win for GVSU would secure the 
team’s lOth-straight playoff appear­
ance and sole possession of the GLIAC 
Championship.
A loss, however, would see the Lak­
ers drop into a four-way tie for the con­
ference title and put the team’s playoff 
hopes in jeopardy.
“It’s like the playoffs, really,” said 
senior running back Justin Sherrod. 
“We can’t lose. We’ve got to go there 
and get to business and get our stuff 
done.”
The No. 6 Lakers currently hold the 
top spot in the GLIAC at 8-1 (9-1 over­
all), but Hillsdale College, Michigan 
Technological University and Wayne 
State University - teams sitting one 
game behind GVSU in the conference 
standings - will all be rooting for Sag­
inaw Valley to pull off an upset.
GVSU has won six consecutive 
games against Saginaw Valley dating 
back to the 2005 season. Last year, the 
Lakers defeated the Cardinals 38-7 at 
home in front of 16,467 spectators, a 
GLIAC and Lubbers Stadium record.
Saginaw Valley entered this sea­
son at No. 14 in the American Foot­
ball Coaches Association preseason 
poll, but the Cardinals have struggled 
against one of the toughest schedules in 
the GLIAC. They enter Saturday with a 
4-6 overall record.
Still, Saginaw Valley has been com­
petitive in many games. The Cardinals 
narrowly lost 21-17 to then-No.5 Cali­
fornia (Pa.) University on Sept. 4 and 
had a halftime lead against Hillsdale. 
Saginaw Valley also defeated Michigan 
Tech, the only team to defeat GVSU 
this season, 43-31 on Oct. 9.
“If that doesn’t get our guys’ at­
tention, I’m not sure what will,” said 
GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell.
The Cardinals lost seven starters 
on the defensive front from last year’s 
playoff team to graduation, and senior 
quarterback Chuck Dowdell has been 
injured for parts of the season. True 
freshman quarterback Jonathan Jen­
nings has passed for 910 yards and eight 
touchdown’s in Dowdell’s absence.■ Today
7 p.m.: W. Volleyball vs. 
Northwood (GLIAC Tournament 
Opening Round)
■ Friday
All Day: W. Ice Hockey at 
Robert Morris Invitational 
6 p.m.: M./W. Swim and Dive 
vs. Michigan State at Jenison 
High School
9 p.m.: M. Ice Hockey vs. 
Western Michigan
■ Saturday
All Day: M./W. Rowing GV 
Frostbite Regatta 
TBA: W. Rugby at Northern 
Iowa
TBA: W. Volleyball GLIAC 
Semifinals
Noon: Football vs. Saginaw 
Valley State
6 p.m.: M. Ice Hockey at 
Western Michigan
7 p.m.: M. Basketball vs. 
Marygrove
■ Sunday
TBA: W. Volleyball GLIAC Finals 
1 p.m.: W. Soccer vs. Winner of 
Quincy/Tiffin (NCAA Regional 
Semifinals)
<5>Lanthorn-Sports
Follow the game on Twitter
>> at Saginaw Valley State
Courtesy Photos / GVfootball.com, 
SVSU.com
C*nt*rpi«c«: Above: GVSU 
quarterback Kyle McMahon 
drops back to pass. Below: 
SVSU linebacker Thomas 
Stalter looks to score off of a 
turnover. The two teams will 
face off Saturday.
2009: GVSU 38, SVSU 7 
2008: GVSU 36, SVSU 0 
2007: GVSU 21, SVSU 10 
2006: GVSU 49, SVSU 35
2005: GVSU 24, SVSU 17* 
2005: GVSU 31, SVSU 10 
2004: SVSU 31, GVSU 20 
•denotes NCAA playoff game
“The Jennings kid is a little more of 
a solid passer (than Dowdell),” Mitch­
ell said. “Their whole offense really 
runs through their quarterback .”
Mitchell said he expected Saginaw 
Valley’s defensive game plan to re­
volve around stopping the Laker rush­
ing attack. The Lakers rushed for 354 
yards in last weekend’s 35-21 defeat of 
Northwood University.
“I think it’s important for our offen­
sive line, our backs and (senior quar­
terback Kyle McMahon) and everyone 
involved — we’ve got to be able to 
run the ball Saturday when we go up 
there,” he said.
Despite beating Northwood and 
Augustana (S.D.) College’s loss last 
weekend, the Lakers did not move up 
in the newest NCAA Regional rank­
ings released Monday evening. Cur­
rently GVSU is the No. 3 seed in the 
rankings while Augustana is second 
behind top-seeded University of Min- 
nesota-Duluth. The top two teams re­
ceive a first-round playoff bye.
If the Lakers win, the team would 
likely open the playoffs at home on 
Nov. 20. A loss could drop GVSU out 
of the playoffs all together.
Kyle McMahon, 
quarterback
A good game 
from the senior 
quarterback will help 
the Lakers to the 
playoffs for the 10th 
consecutive season.
“This is always a big game for us,” 
said senior safety Matt Bakker. “We 
know it’s a rivalry game. It’d be really 
good to come out right away and have 
a bunch of intensity and be able to force 
some stops. Hopefully the offense can 
put points on the board. That’s obvi­
ously going to be our goal, is to come 
out early and play with some passion.”
Mitchell’s told his team after Tues­
day’s practice to ignore the regional 
rankings and to instead focus on how 
each game for the rest of the season 
could be the team’s last.
“If we lose this week, we don’t 
know where we will be in the next re­
gional rankings,” said senior left tackle 
Cameron Bradfield. “At this point, we 
have to treat it as a playoff game, and if 
we lose, we’re going home.”
sports@ lanthorn rom
Saginaw Valley State University
Nickname: Cardinals 
Location: University Center, Mich.
Enrollment: 10,498
Head Coach: Jim Collins, 3rd year (19-12)
Offensive Scheme: Spread 
Defensive Scheme: 4-3 
AFCA Ranking: Unranked 
Last Week: 24-17 (OT) Win at Northern 
Michigan
Grant Caserta
Linebacker
The
sophomore 
from nearby 
Holland,
Mich., leads 
the Saginaw 
Valley
defense with 86 tackles.
GVSU leads the all-time series against Saginaw Valley 28-10. The 
Lakers have won six straight contests between the two schools.
About the
Xlet The Complete-Story’. jL
Lanthorn.com/sports jr
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Tiny turnout: Less than 200 GVSU fans scattered around the Breslin Center in East Lansing as the women's basketball team took on MSU for exhibition play.
MSU exhibition'great opportunity' 
for women's basketball team
Volleyball to 
open GLIAC 
tournament
GVL Archive / Nicole Lamson
The kill: Senior middle blocker Rebeccah Rapin (right) sends a ball 
over the net in a past game. She will look to lead the team as they 
begin postseason play against Northwood University tonight.
No. 2-seeded Lakers to host Northwood 
in first round of conference tournament
Lakers met good competition, familiar faces at season opening 68-43 loss to Spartans By Brady Fredericksen
The women’s basketball 
matchup Sunday between 
Grand Valley State University 
and Michigan State University 
might not have always been 
pretty, but for the young team 
from Allendale, it was certainly 
a big deal.
The Breslin Center in East 
Lansing did not fill every one 
of its 16,280 seats for the after­
noon exhibition, which saw the 
No. 25 (Division I) Spartans 
topple the No. 20 (Division II) 
Lakers, 68-43, but more than 
4,600 fans in attendance were 
electric enough that it could 
just as well have been a Big 
Ten Conference showdown; the 
atmosphere never felt as though 
it was just an exhibition.
“It’s a great opportunity to 
come here and play in such a 
big arena on such a big stage,” 
said sophomore guard Briauna 
Taylor. “It’s good for us to see 
what it’s like to be a Big 10 
team and play against them .”
Several of us devoted 
Laker fans made the trek to 
the heart of Michigan. While
our numbers did not hit 200 
among the green and white 
contingent, many Spartan fans 
witnessed three local celebrities 
in blue and black. Sophomore 
guard Breanna Kellogg and 
freshman guard Tori Klewicki- 
McNutt both starred at Dewitt 
High School while freshman 
guard Dani Crandall prepped 
at Eaton Rapids High School, 
both schools within 30 miles of 
Lansing.
“The Capital City area 
has always been very good 
basketball-wise since the first 
time that I was at Michigan 
State,” said GVSU head coach 
Janel Burgess. ‘Tori and Bre 
and Dani are three special 
young ladies that have been 
coached by two coaches who 
have prepared them to walk 
into Division II athletics and 
succeed. I thought Dani did a 
very good job and had some 
great possessions.”
Crandall made her Laker 
debut in front of many cheering 
supporters, netting four points, 
two rebounds and two assists in 
19 minutes.
“It was great having all the 
Eaton Rapids people here,” she 
said. “My friends and family all 
were able to support me for my 
first game. It was the closest to 
my home of the games we’ll 
play this year. I wasn’t really
rhe Lanthorn is
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Sophomore stud: Sophomore guard Lauren Stadola pushes the ball 
upcourt against Michigan State. The Lakers lost 68-43.
nervous, but it felt really good 
to get the first points in.”
Burgess has her own con­
nections to the mid-Michigan 
area. She spent four years as 
associate head coach of the 
Spartans under then-head coach 
Joanne P. McCallie, now the 
current head coach at Duke 
University. Though it was 
not her first appearance at the 
Breslin Center since leaving in 
2004, Burgess said every return 
to East Lansing is meaningful.
“I have such a big heart 
for Michigan State,” she said. 
“They gave me the opportunity 
to start this career at a very 
young age. They helped me 
grow when I was here.”
Though freshman forward 
Lindsay McCarty did not grow 
up in the Tri-County area, she 
did see a familiar face amidst 
the sea of green. McCarty, 
who helped lead Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central to the Michi­
gan Class B State Champion­
ship last season, spent some 
of her 14 minutes on the floor 
guarding former-high school 
teammate Annalise Pickrel. 
McCarty did not attempt a shot, 
but she dished out an assist and 
stole a pass in the pos^ intended 
for her best friend.
“We’re both really competi­
tive, so on the court we had our 
game faces on,” McCarty said. 
“Before the game, we were 
really excited to play against 
each other. It feels good to 
always knock her around a little 
bit, but it was all in fun. On the 
bench, I almost yelled, ‘Good 
job, Anna!’ by accident, but I 
caught myself.”
Burgess said her team 
held strong in the face of an 
opposing crowd known for its 
toughness.
“I’m proud of how our 
kids handled the pressure and 
executed the game plan today,” 
she said.
ckalleward@ lanthorn xom
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Since the end of last 
year, the Grand Valley 
State University women’s 
volleyball team has been 
building toward the 2010 
season. The2009campaign 
exemplified inconsistency, 
but this year’s squad has 
developed into one of the 
most consistent teams in 
the GLIAC.
In a season where the 
No. 15 Lakers (21-5, 17-2 
GLIAC) saw a slow start 
turn into one of the longest 
winning streaks in school 
history, this weekend’s 
GLIAC tournament - the 
next step for GVSU - will 
be welcomed with open 
arms.
“This year, we’re much 
more consistent and do 
not have to rely on any 
one person in order for us 
to win,” said GVSU head 
coach Deanne Scanlon, 
whose team has finished 
first in the GLIAC North 
Division in six of the 
past seven seasons. “All 
the great teams at Grand 
Valley have been led by 
their seniors, and this year 
the expectations will not 
be any different headed 
into post-season.”
Expectations have 
fueled the team throughout 
the season. The Lakers 
opened the season by 
participating in the Tampa 
Classic in Tampa, Fla., on 
Sept. 3-5. The trip was an 
opportunity for the team 
to battle with top-tier 
teams in a tournament­
like setting. A 1-3 record 
in the Classic was not 
a desirable start to the 
season, but in hindsight 
the team viewed the 
experience as beneficial 
to its success.
“I would much have 
rather lost to three top-10
M H A T.
Discover where you'll study abroad at usac.unr.edu
teams than have three 
W’s to some not-so-good 
teams,” said senior middle 
hitter Rebeccah Rapin. 
“We have seen and played 
against the best teams in 
the country. We hung with 
them in the beginning of 
the season, and we have 
only gotten better and 
stronger throughout the 
season.”
The Lakers, who have 
a mix of upperclassmen 
and underclassmen in 
their normal in-game 
rotations, will look 
for contributions from 
freshmen Stacey Catalano 
and Sacha Gill throughout 
the tournament.
“I don’t lose a moment 
of sleep worrying about 
Stacey and Sacha and if 
they will be ready to play,” 
Scanlon said. “They both 
are mature beyond their 
years and have added the 
stability to our line up 
that we were missing last 
year. Both are motivated 
internally and play their 
best when the pressure is 
on.”
Winners of 15 straight 
matches, GVSU is one 
of the hottest teams in 
the country entering the 
tournament. GLIAC South 
Division winner and No. 1 
seed Hillsdale College has 
won 24 straight matches, 
but GVSU’s current streak 
has lifted the Lakers to the 
top of the North Division 
and given the team the No. 
2 seed in the tournament.
“We have focused all 
year not so much on wins 
and losses but just working 
to get better with every 
practice,” Scanlon said. 
“We are excited about the 
arrival of the postseason; 
it has been a long year and 
now the real fun begins.”
With the highs and 
lows of the regular season 
in the rearview mirror, the 
team’s attention shifts to 
the task at hand - winning 
the GLIACChampionship. 
A matchup with defending 
tournament champion 
Hillsdale in the final match 
is possible, and with two 
rounds to play before then 
GVSU’s determination 
will be hard to break.
“We’re really
comfortable with each 
other out on the court, 
and everyone is willing 
to make sacrifices to 
attain our goals as well,” 
said senior setter Meghan 
Scanlon. “It really has 
been the team working 
towards a common 
purpose. The other day in 
the locker room, we laid 
out that we want to win 
a National Championship 
and what it was going to 
take to do that.”
That championship 
journey will begin tonight 
at 7 as the Lakers take on 
Northwood University at 
the Fieldhouse Arena in 
the GLIAC .Tournament 
Quarterfinals.
hfredericksen <8> lanthorn x'om
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Soccer team prepares 
for regional semifinals
Lakers will face winner ofQuincy-Tiffin on Sunday
By Greg Monahan
GVL Senior Reporter
When the Grand Valley State 
University women’s soccer 
team beat Tiffin University 
last weekend to capture 
another GL1AC Tournament 
Championship, the Lakers 
thought they had seen the last of 
the Dragons for 2010.
But as it turns out the two 
teams might be headed for 
another tilt this weekend, which 
could be the two teams’ third 
match-up in less than three 
weeks. GVSU tied the Dragons
1- 1 in late October before 
beating them 2-0 during the 
weekend to wrap up the GLI AC 
tournament.
The Lakers (17-1-2) will 
face the winner of Tiffin and 
Quincy University in the NCAA 
Regional Semifinals at 1 p.m. 
Sunday.
GVSU has not played 
Quincy in 2010, but the teams 
faced off twice in the past two 
seasons with the leakers winning
2- 0 in both games.
Junior forward Erin Mruz 
said GVSU is ready to meet 
either team.
“It's always interesting when 
you play a team for the third 
time, but with our team we’d 
be so excited to play either team 
that I don’t think it really matters 
at this time,” she said. “It’d be 
nice to see a new team with 
Quincy, but on the other hand 1 
think we’d be prepared to play 
Tiffin and beat them again.”
Though the Lakers do not
yet know which team they will 
face, GVSU head coach Dave 
Dilanni is not concerned about 
either opponent.
“We’ve done this enough 
to know that there’s things we 
want to change and adjust going 
into the NCAA tournament and 
playing new opponents,” he 
said. “There’s enough things to 
do to worry about Grand Valley 
rather than who we’re going to 
play.”
Home-field advantage has 
been the story of G VS U’s season 
- a luxury the team will enjoy 
throughout the NCAA Regional 
Tournament. The Lakers are 
11 -0 at home this season and 
have outscored opponents 49- 
0. No soccer team in GVSU 
history had ever shutout every 
opponent at home before this 
season.
“It’s a lot better playing 
on our field where we know 
how we play and how we can 
spread out the game as opposed 
to someone else’s field,” said 
sophomore forward Ashley 
Botts, who had both GVSU 
goals in the GLI AC Tournament 
Championship game. “This is a 
goal we’ve been striving for all 
season - to host regionals - so 
now that we have it, we’re all 
excited. Getting to stay home is 
better than having to travel.”
The advantage of Laker 
Field goes beyond the players' 
comfort of sleeping in their 
own bed. The dimensions of 
GVSU’s home field are the 
largest allowed in the NCAA 
and are significantly bigger than
"nvyurplay here 
goes to show... how 
comfortable we are 
playing at home. No 
other team can keep 
up with us and run 
with us for 90 minutes 
on ourfield/,
•Erin Mruz
GVSU junior forward
most playing surfaces in the 
GL1AC.
Each of the four goals 
surrendered by the Lakers came 
on the road, as did the team’s 
only loss. Smaller fields bogged 
down the team earlier in the 
season, which is one reason 
the team is excited to chase the 
dream of reaching nationals at 
home.
“Our play here goes to 
show how good our defense 
has been and how comfortable 
we are playing at home,” Mruz 
said. “No other team can keep 
up with us and run with us for 
90 minutes on our field. Like 
our game last Sunday, we just 
wore down Tiffin in the last 45 
minutes.”
The winner of Sunday’s 
contest will punch its ticket to the 
NCAA Regional Championship 
on Nov. 19. If the Lakers win, 
they will play the game at home 
at a time to be determined.
gmonahan @ lanthorn rom
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Offensive outlet: Sophomore forward Kayla Addison pushes the ball upheld in a past game. Addison leads the 
Lakers with 17 goals and eight assists so far this season. The Lakers will open the NCAA tournament Sunday.
GVL Archive
Championship drive: Members of the GVSU men's water polo team compete in past action. The team will take on in Arizona State University this weekend in the National Collegiate Club Water Polo Championship in Utah.
Men's water polo heads to nationals
Team vies for 
national title, 
will face old 
rival in Arizona 
State University
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer
After successfully
defeating an old rival at 
regionals, the Grand Valley 
State University men’s 
water polo team sets its 
sights on this weekend’s 
National Championships 
against a team that 
previously hindered a march 
to the title — Arizona State 
University.
The Lakers will board a 
plane today destined for the 
National Collegiate Club 
Water Polo Championships 
in Utah. The team’s first 
scheduled match will pit it 
against the Sun Devils, a 
team that defeated GVSU 
in the 2008 National 
Quarterfinals.
“A lot of the guys are 
pretty jazzed,” said GVSU 
head coach Josh Ahrendt. 
“They’d like to get some 
revenge to return the favor 
for last time.”
While the Lakers 
look ahead to nationals 
with confidence. they 
acknowledge their position 
as the underdogs.
“Obviously everyone has 
heard of Arizona State,” 
said Josh Ensing, the oldest
of the team’s three captains. 
“No one knows about a little 
Division II school like us. 
But if we play our best, we 
can definitely beat them.”
The regionals victory over 
the University of Chicago- 
lllinois team that defeated 
GVSU last year fueled the 
Lakers’ confidence. Ensing 
said team unity and an 
outstanding performance 
by goalie Peter Huyser have 
contributed to GVSU’s 
success.
“It was one team with 
one purpose,” he said. “We 
all knew our role. It wasn't 
just a game to play. We 
knew it meant us going to 
Utah.”
The road to Utah has 
not been easy. GVSU 
had to compensate for 
the graduation of several 
of its senior players and 
experienced what Ahrendt 
called "growing pains” as
the Lakers attempted to 
integrate six new players 
during the season.
“We started off a 
little slow because we’re 
somewhat young this year,” 
he said. “But now we’re 
playing our best and that’s 
how we got into nationals.”
The slow start is a thing 
of the past after the victory 
at regionals, which Ahrendt 
said was the team’s best 
game of the season. He 
attributed the progress to 
leadership from the team’s 
three captains, who have 
made an effort to share their 
knowledge with the new 
players.
“Grand Valley water 
polo is the reason I’m at 
Grand Valley,” Ensing said. 
“It’s a great school, but 
first and foremost I came 
to Grand Valley to win at 
a National Championship. 
I see so much talent with
-.Lakeshorcr 
Pregnancy 
Center
Lakeshorc Pregnancy Center 
of Allendale 
4623 Lake Michigan Dr. 
Allendale, MI 49401 
(next to Speedway)
616-895-1893
www.lakeihorepregnancycenterj.com’
these younger players and I 
want to teach them a level 
of integrity toward the team 
itself. I want the legacy of 
Grand Valley water polo to 
live on after I move on.”
sports@ lanthorn .com
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Students climb 
'Fishladder'en route 
to publication
By Josh Brunsting
GVL Staff Writer
College is often a time for students to take 
the world into their own hands.
Be it a newspaper, a radio station or a 
literary journal. Grand Valley State University 
offers an abundance of outlets for students to 
express themselves.
One such outlet is Fishladder, GVSU’s 
“student journal of art and writing.” Coming 
out once each year, the journal allows students 
to submit pieces of writing, photography or 
art for publication.
“It comes out once per year, in the spring, 
and aims to publish the very best fiction, 
creative nonfiction, poetry, drama, art and 
photography being produced, and submitted, 
by GVSU students,” said Caitlin Horrocks, 
faculty supervisor of Fishladder. “There are 
no requirements about things like length or 
subject matter. The editorial decisions are 
entirely student-made, and the staff just wants 
to publish the very best of what’s submitted 
to us.”
Creating the publication is truly a group 
effort as well.
“The whole staff is composed of 
students with coursework, jobs and other 
extracurricular activities to take up their 
time,” said Maureen Di Virgilio, Fishladder 
editor-in-chief during last year’s publication 
cycle. “The staff was more than great, and 
we were able to truly produce a quality 
improvement in product, that I’m sure will 
only be improved upon this year. I can’t wait 
to see this year’s release.”
Fishladder is supported by the Writing 
Department as well as the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences,and according to Horrocks, 
is looking to expand onto the online world as 
well.
“Along with the print publication, 
Fishladder is slowly settling into its permanent 
web home,” Horrocks said. “Soon, content 
from the print version, will be able to be seen 
at http://www.fishladder.wordpress.com. It’s 
going to allow our readers to be able to access 
any piece that they want, where ever they are. 
Especially alumni who cannot get their hands 
on a print issue.”
For those with the opportunity to get 
published, there may be more in store than 
just seeing your name in print.
“Getting published was absolutely 
wonderful,” said Kendel Goonis. “To see 
my name in print was amazing, but then to 
get the chance to read my piece out loud at 
the publication’s unveiling, made the whole 
experience that much better. I’m a very 
animated person, and to be able to put the 
other side of my writing, the theatricality 
of my presentation, took the piece to a 
completely different level. It was a really 
incredible feelirtg.”
Goonis had a piece titled “Twenty 
Something Lovelorn Angst: A Personal 
Study” published in last year’s publication.
“I had worked on the essay all semester, 
and simply sent it to the correct e-mail,” she 
said. “Submitting pieces to Fishladder is 
literally as easy as sending an e-mail. The 
wait to hear back is what gets most people 
I would assume. It was definitely worth the 
wait however.”
For more information, to learn how to 
submit and what to include in a submission, 
visit fishladder.wordpress.com.
“Any and all submissions are welcome,” 
Horrocks said. “We don’t have any quotas 
for either number of pieces or page count in 
different genres. All it takes is one e-mail. 
We’ll take care of the rest.”
jbrunsting @ lanthorn com
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Writ* on: Caitlin Horrocks, faculty advisor to 
Fishladder, holds past issues of the publication.
CONTACT INFO
To learn how to submit and for more 
information, visit
http://www.fishladder.
wordpress.com
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Her* comes the cavalry: Winner of the 2010 ArtPrize competition Chris LaPorte stands in front of his winning piece, “Cavalry," which was inspired by his late fater.
Artist winner of $250,000 laments celebrity
ArtPrize 2010 winner Chris LaPorte tells story of father's influence on his large-scale drawing
By Patrick Nothaft
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Rapids artist Chris 
LaPorte describes himself as a 
“private person,” so the celebrity 
that comes with winning one of 
the country’s biggest art compe­
titions has left him feeling “very 
uncomfortable.”
His colleagues describe him 
as “very humble,” but a $250,000 
cash prize could challenge any­
one’s sense of humility.
The day after the 36-year-old 
took first place in ArtPrize 2010, 
he was at Aquinas College run­
ning a drawing session, a com­
mitment he made before being 
named a finalist in the annual art 
competition.
LaPorte’s winning submission, 
an 8-by-28 foot pencil drawing 
titled “Cavalry, American Offi­
cers, 1921,” has given the part- 
time Aquinas art professor more 
fame than he ever wanted.
“I think that my desire to be 
a visual artist is a desire to make 
this thing that takes the focus off 
of me and onto it,” LaPorte said. 
"The weird and intense irony is 
how making it has brought me all 
this attention. I suspect that some 
artists are drawn to that spotlight, 
but I’m not really.”
LaPorte’s late father, Larry, in­
spired work on “Cavalry, Ameri­
can Officers, 1921,” which took 
about 800 hours to complete. 
Larry died in September 2009 at 
age 71 after a vehicle struck the 
bicycle he rode.
LaPorte struggled with the 
unexpected loss of his father 
and channeled his emotions by 
recommitting himself to his art­
work.
Shortly after his father’s death, 
he found an old photograph of his 
grandmother and her siblings and 
decided that he needed to draw 
it.
“I knew it needed to be life- 
size - it needed to be alive,” he 
said. “It was kind of weird. I 
just made this thing not really 
thinking about how this fits into 
the context of art history or my 
previous work or whatever. I just 
needed to make this thing.”
LaPorte used the 4-by-7 foot 
pencil drawing of his grand­
mother and her siblings, which he 
named “Navarre’s of Woodside,” 
as a prelude to “Cavalry” to see 
if he could complete a large-scale 
sketch in time for ArtPrize’s dead­
line. When he finished “Navarre’s 
of Woodside,” LaPorte turned his 
attention to another old photo­
graph, one he found in an antique 
shop. The small, sepia-toned pic­
ture showed a U.S. military regi­
ment circa World War I.
LaPorte said he made some
connections to his father while 
he worked on the award-winning 
drawing, but not until later did 
he realize the significance of the 
piece.
“It wasn’t until toward the end 
when my girlfriend and I put all 
the pieces together that I realized 
the reason I had been bringing all 
these people, who were certainly 
gone, back to life - it was that I 
was trying to bring my old man 
back,” he said. “1 was trying in 
some weird way to bring him 
back, but it’s not going to hap­
pen, so it feels like stabbing in 
the dark.”
LaPorte said his drawing, 
which contains the faces of 53 
World War I-era cavalry officers, 
is a portrait of his father without 
actually depicting his father’s im­
age.
“He was just this Dudley-Do- 
Right kind of guy, and all those 
guys are Dudley-Do-Right-ish,” 
he said. “There’s even one guy - 
the second guy in the front row 
from the left - he’s out, or it looks 
like he’s out. My dad was kind of 
a narcoleptic, and if he was in a 
crowded room he could just kind 
of fall asleep, and l couldn’t help 
but chuckle to myself and think 
that in this big group of people, 
in this seemingly important mo­
ment, this guy is out.”
Visitors waited in lines that
“I was trying in some 
weird way to bring 
(my dad) back to life, 
but it's not going to 
happen , so it fells 
like stabbing in the 
dark"
Chris LaPorte
ArtPrize Winner
snaked through the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum during thd three- 
week event to see the emotion 
and attention to detail LaPorte 
conveys in his massive drawing.
Ron Pederson, co-chairman of 
the Aquinas art department, saw 
LaPorte’s drawing a week before 
ArtPrize began.
“The emotional impact it 
had on me hit me likq a load of 
bricks, and 1 started weeping,” 
Pederson said. “Many others felt 
this, and I think it speaks to the 
spirituality of the artwork. It 
doesn’t have to do with religion 
- it just moves you.”
arts @ l<tnthorn com
see LANTHORN.COM
to view an extended version
»Chris LaPorte
GV ArtPrize student artists to be recognized Friday
Panel discussion, Q&A session will give students opportunity to reflect on ArtPrize experience
By Rebekah Young
GVL Intern
Watercolor paintings depicting the stages 
of Alzheimer’s disease. An interactive website 
designed to spark community involvement. A 
video installation that applauds its audience and 
drawings of oil-based consumer products painted 
in waste oil.
These were just a few of the art pieces created 
by Grand Valley State University students and 
displayed in venues across Grand Rapids during 
ArtPrize 2010.
Students and staff will have the opportunity 
to talk about these works of art and others dur­
ing a special panel discussion Friday with several 
GVSU students that participated in this year’s 
open art competition.
“With so many pieces of art on display at 
ArtPrize, it was very difficult to find or identify 
pieces with GVSU’s student artists," said Steven
______________  Lipnicki, assistant dean of
students. “This event will 
offer one of few opportuni­
ties for our students to be 
recognized and talk about 
the experience.”
Hosted by the Pew Stu­
dent Services and the Win- 
ter/Secchia Community of 
the Pew Campus, the event 
will be held in the Univer­
sity Club in DeVos Build­
ing C from 1 pm.-2 p.m. It is free and open to 
the public.
Henry Matthews, GVSU director of galleries 
and collections, will open the hour-long program 
by welcoming the participating panel of student 
artists. During the panel discussion, students will 
show their artwork and talk about their ArtPrize 
experience. The panel will be followed by a 
questton-and answer period for the audience.
“We wanted to recognize the students for their 
work and allow them to talk about why they en-
MATTHEWS
/
courtesy Knoto / uamelie Krause
Wrinkled wonder: Danielle Krause's piece, “Life of Dementia,’ is pictured. Krause will speak on her first time 
entering the ArtPrize competition at a special panal discussion in the DeVos Building C Friday.
tercd ArtPrize and what it meant to them,” said 
Ashley Schulte, graduate assistant in the Pew 
Student Services office.
Student artist and panelist Mike Schulz said he 
is grateful for the recognition and plan*; to thank 
GVSU for the role its art program has played in 
helping him grow as an artist.
“We have all harnessed our talents by being 
enrolled in the programs at GVSU,” he said. “I 
(thank) Grand Valley for all of the support and 
resources that have helped us become such mo­
tivated artists.”
Schulz is currently majoring in art and design 
with emphasis in graphic design. His ArtPrize 
entry, UrbanCommentary.com, was an interac­
tive website that encouraged open expression 
in posts streamed to a window installation at the 
Biggby Coffee venue.
Schulz said he is also looking forward to shar­
ing what he learned from his first ArtPrize expe­
rience.
“ArtPrize is a fantastic experience for any art­
ist,” he said. “I learned so much about being in an 
actual show. It was really beneficial to be com­
peting against some of the most talented artists 
from all around the world. It meant so much to 
leam how to play in the big leagues.”
Fellow student artist Danielle Krause, a dou­
ble-major in psychology and art and design with 
an illustration emphasis, is also excited to talk 
about her first time entering ArtPrize.
“My experience in ArtPrize was amazing,” 
she said. “I loved being able to jiave my piece 
displayed at a public function and see how many 
people liked my work.”
Krause’s piece, “Life of Dementia,” was a se­
ries of three watercolor paintings, “Fear,” “Con­
fusion" and "Death,” that were on exhibit at the 
Ottawa Tavern. The paintings depicted different 
emotional and physical stages associated with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s.
The series was inspired by individuals Krause 
knows personally, many of whom she works 
with in her job at a nursing home.
“I wanted to paint the emotions they feel or 
things I see,” she said. “ArtPrize meant a great 
deal to me because I was able to show something 
I am so passionate about to the world"
Others attending the panel event include film 
and video student Mark Switzer, who will discuss 
his video installation, “The Clap”, which repre­
sented the need for approval in American soci­
ety, and art education student Carrie Schoenbom 
who will talk about her piece, “This is not an oil 
spill,” which is made of waste oil and paper
arts@lanthorn com
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Announcements
Bundle up before your crank 
the heat. Help save energy 
and money by keeping your 
thermostat set low when it 
starts to get cold. For more 
information visit gvsu.edu/fa- 
cilitiesservices/
Please vote for Jamie Innis 
as the next Face of 4 at 
WOTV.com. Its a great op­
portunity, so help a fellow 
Laker out!
Statement Arts announces ‘A 
Single Drop of Water’ pho­
tography competition. Sub­
mit your photo today! Win­
ning entries will be exhibited 
in New York City! Visit 
www.statementarts.org 
<http://www.statementarts.or
g>
We wash every car like it’s 
our own! Stop by Allendale 
Auto Wash today! Located _ 
mile west of GVSU campus. 
616.895.5040.
Check out this new 
homepage for Grand Valley 
students! Makes everything 
you use only one click away! 
www.thestudenthomepage.c 
om
Welcome back GVSU stu­
dents! Motman”s Farm Mar­
ket is now open and has 
great deals for students and 
staff. Located one mile east 
of GVSU Campus!
Help save water and don’t 
leave sinks and showers run­
ning when you are not using 
them. For more information 
visit www.gvsu.edu/faciliti- 
esservices/
Services
Legal help for college stu­
dents. We represent students 
with MIP and all other crimi­
nal charges. Contact us 24/7 
for a free consultation. 
616-304-1414 or 
www.edudefense.com
Experienced Attorney 3 Miles 
from Campus. 616.895.7300. 
www.davidknoesterDlc.com.
Car Trouble? Marz Collision 
has got you covered. 24 hour 
towing, collision repair for all 
makes and models. Check 
your vehicle’s repair progress 
2 4/7 at
www.marzcollision.com 
Keep us in your phone 
616-453-4479
The Pre-Vet Club is offering 
pet sitting services to the 
surrounding areas. Contact 
gvsuprevetclub@gmail.com 
for details. $10/day or $7/day 
for multiple days per week.
University Bookstore. Shop 
online anytime with the Uni­
versity Bookstore. 
www.ubs.qvsu.edu
_________Wanted_________
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$250/Day. No Experience 
necessary. Training provided. 
Age 18+ Okay. Call 
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
_________Housing_________
Grand Valley’s best kept 
deal. University Townhomes 
& Apartments guarantees the 
lowest price per person. En­
joy a quiet atmosphere with a 
variety of home styles to 
choose from less than 2 
miles from campus. Call Tim 
today 616-477-5511
GO FIGURE ■ ^
The idea of Go Figure is to arrive 
at the figures given at the bot­
tom and right-hand columns of 
the diagram by following the 
arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left 
to right and top to bottom). Use 
only the numbers below the 
diagram to complete its blank 
squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once.
DIFFICULTY: * *
— X 8
x ■ * ■ - ■
+ 15
- ■ * ■ + ■
X 21
16 ■ 1ini
★ Moderate ★ * Difficult 
A A a GO FIGURE! 123567889© WO Kirg Featii'es Syndicate, Inc
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Coupon
Connection
Sharpen Your Scissors
wwwAakercou ponconnection.com
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King Crossword
ACROSS
1 NYPD rank
5 Rotating part
8 On in years
12 U.S.
13 Hearty brew
14 Unaccom­
panied
15 Indian wrap
16 Liquidity 
measure
18 Civil War 
battle site in 
Tennessee
20 Almost not
21 Bric-a—
23 Apiece
24 Boxing ploy
28 Uninteresting
31 Blackbird
32 Soft drinks
34 Vast 
expanse
35 Emcee
37 Late-night
TV fare
39 Allow
41 Thin aperture
42 Bird with a 
fanlike crest
45 Removed 
the lid
49 Strong 
current
51 Ashen
52 “Eleni” 
author 
Nicholas
53 Rd.
54 Tablet
55 Individuals
56 Despondent
57 Otherwise
DOWN
1 Mama 
- Elliot
2 Asian nurse­
maid
3 Actress 
Gilpin
4 Svengali’s 
subject
5 Sperm whale
6 — carte
7 Netting
8 Hitchcock or 
Tennyson
9 Yukon event
10 Carbon
compound
11 Moist in the 
morning
17 Chance, 
poetically
19 Spheres
22 Songs’ end 
ings
24 “Hum-bug!”
25 Lennon’s 
Yoko
26 Loosen
27 Rolled 
around lazily
29 Zodiac cat
30 Legislation
33 Omit
36 Reservation 
residences
38 Treeless 
tract
40 Anderson’s 
“High
42 Quasi­
modo’s 
creator
43 — even keel
44 Greek 
vowels
46 Hammer’s 
target
47 Right angles
48 Remove 
from the text
50 Eggs
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Letter Box by LindaThistle
Place a letter in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and each 
small 9-box square contains all of the letters listed 
above the diagram. When completed, the row 
indicated will spell out a word or words.
c I L o Q T u Y Z
T I z L Y
U I o Z
z T Q C
U T L
L U 0 Y
I c z U
O I T
Q U 0
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
See Lanthorn.com for Crossword solution
O i A z i n 0 D 1
0 i O 1 A i o n z
1 n z o O o A 1 1
A z 1 o n i i o D
O o 1 1 z o i A n
1 0 n A i D i / o
1 1 i n o A z O o
z o o 0 1 1 n 1 A
n A 0 i o Z o 1 1
uonnios
xog J3»0i
- ■ 91 m 9t
iz 6 9 X 9m + ■LL —
SI- l 8 + L■7J■ ♦ ■ *
8 8 X Z e
SJ0MSUB
jajnBjj 09
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Lights, camera, action: Grand Valley State University film instructor John Harper Philbin (front, left) oversees the set up of a workshop at the 2009 Michigan Film Festival. This year, GVSU will host screenings in Loosemoore Auditorium.
GV to help host second-annual Michigan Film Festival
In addition to film screenings, part of festival to discuss uncertain future of Michigan film incentives in light of new state leadership
By Elijah Brumback
GVL A&E Editor
The second-annual Michigan 
Film Festival begins Friday with its 
new partner Grand Valley State Uni­
versity.
The festival runs all weekend 
and features discussions, screen­
ings and workshops of Michigan 
films and studies of their production. 
Films will play at the Urban Institute 
for Contemporary Art, the Grand 
Rapids Art Musuem and GVSU’s 
Loosemoore Auditorium.
Films include notable Michigan 
entries in film festivals from around 
the state and quality student entries. 
From fat-pocket productions featur­
ing Hollywood stars such-as Adrien 
Brody to mom-and-pop financed in­
dependent films, the slate is full of 
Michigan’s film variety.
But with the shift in political 
power in Lansing, the future of the 
Michigan Film Festival and the en­
tire film industry in Michigan re­
mains uncertain.
The Snyder camp does not agree 
with Granholm’s support of the 
Michigan film tax incentives that 
have brought record film activity to 
the state and an influx of taxable out- 
of-state dollars.
In an article published in May, 
Grand Rapids Press writer David 
Veselenak covered a town hall meet­
ing in Grand Rapids during which 
Snyder spoke about the state’s 42 
percent tax credit for filming in 
Michigan. He said the tax credit 
was one more thing that needs to be 
eliminated.
“It simply can’t work at that lev­
el,” he said. “The government is not 
qualified to pick winners and losers. 
That’s a case of the government be­
ing short-sighted.”
Snyder was unavailable for fur­
ther comment at time of print.
To Jen Pider, co-founder of the 
Michigan Film Festival, Snyder’s 
plans to consolidate and merge gov­
ernmental units do not bode well for 
the film industry,
“We’ve all known that there is 
probably a shelf life to the incen­
tives, but there is some red tape still, 
and they won’t go away overnight,” 
Pider said. “There is still a bureau­
cracy to get through.”
GVSU film professor John 
Philbin, who will direct the work­
shop portion of the weekend’s fes­
tivities, is more concerned for his 
students’ futures.
“In the last 10 years that I’ve 
been here, the industry has all 
changed,” he said. “There are more 
support services, more trained actors 
and the communities have been very 
open and supportive to filming. That 
doesn’t happen in a lot of places.”
Philbin said in the past when 
people pursued a career in film, 
they went to either Los Angeles or 
New York to hustle their way with 
the big shots. But since the incen­
tives passed, students have e-mailed 
him to say they have found work on 
number of productions in state.
“This kind of thing would have 
never happened before the incen­
tives,” he said. “I don’t know when 
its going to go or if it will, but the 
state of it is more up in the air than 
when Granholm was in office.”
While incentives await the ver­
dict from new leadership, the festi­
val has incorporated a preemptive 
strike on the speculated reforms due 
in state taxes.
A panel on Sunday will discuss 
putting the workforce back together 
and focus on ways the film industry 
in Michigan can help keep the new 
life-blood flowing.
Philbin said it is important to re­
alize the incentives are not gone yet, 
but organizing to petition the new 
government and being prepared for 
their elimination are the next steps.
Nevertheless, opposition to the 
new state government is not the 
only motivation for showcasing the 
creative manifestations of a sundry 
state.
“We do have a African Ameri­
can Muslim population,” Pider said. 
“We are in the Bible belt here in 
West Michigan, and we did legal­
ize marijuana for medical purposes. 
There are a lot of diverse issues in 
Michigan and these films kind of 
showcase that.”
Pider said while the government 
may not continue its pledge to arts, 
the community in West Michigan 
has been responsible for a great deal 
of the support in this year’s festival.
Operating on roughly the same 
$5,000 budget as last year, the event 
remains completely free of charge, 
save for the cash bar. Pider and other 
organizers secured Michigan beers 
and wines from Kent Beverage 
Company, and local watering hole 
The Winchester offered its catering 
services.
“The community pulled together 
this for this event,” Pider said. “If 
everyone continues to donate every­
thing, we don’t need any money to 
do it.”
arts@ lanthorn .com
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»Michigan Film Festival
Just take a tour at Campus 
View now through Dec. 9th 
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